Raising The Bar July 2020
July 2020 /Jewish Year 5780
Hebrew Word: “Krov Mishpacha”

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you.” (Exodus 20:12) 

When I was a child, grandfather had already passed away, and it was our grandmother who kept us close together. Every holiday event we would gather in her home around a big table where her children and their spouses, their children, my nieces and nephews, my parents, aunts, uncles and cousins, were usually present. After giving the blessing for our meal, we really fellowshipped together and afterwards we had a unique time of closeness which I believe today’s world has nearly lost. We were a musical family, so one of us would sing, someone play piano, another reading poetry and prose, another giving a reading and so on...and Grandmother would always remind us about the Bible.  Our immediate family and our relatives stayed “close”. It gave us all a close feeling, I believe along with the sense of “belonging” and identity as a family. 

We were a deeply religious family and God was the center of it all for Grandmother, and she had no problem conveying that to us. I sadly think of the millions of people in the world today who do not enjoy this experience of “family” gatherings...as perhaps they have never even known their own father or mother. 

One thing I have come to learn about living in Israel for such a long amount of time, is that Israeli families also love family time. There is a term in Hebrew, “krov mischpacha”. When you enter a home, you don’t come empty-handed, you bring something a gift of some sort, i.e. flowers, wine or a culinary gift. It is my understanding that the Hebrew word for a name is “Shem” but it used to be much more than just a name. It can be the very “breath” of an individual...in other words we are to show HaShem’s (God’s) character to others and especially our own family. If we do not, then we violate His commandments and in a way take His Name in vain (representing Him falsely).
 I have with me here today, someone special, a very long time friend who lives in the Shomron area of Israel- Judea & Samaria, the Biblical Heartland of Israel. Sondra Baras is a unique voice for her country and a friend whom I trust will share with you her heart on the deeper meaning of Krov Mischpacah.

Now is your blessing today from Jerusalem!
Sondra Baras, CFOIC, (Christian Friends of Israel Communities).

Sondra Oster Baras, Director, Israel Office, CFOIC Heartland, www.cfoic.com 
https://youtu.be/_WLfVr4oayU
Now, Let’s Go to Prayer in Unity and Love for Israel:

· Pray for Palestinians this past month who have been tortured for saying they would “rather be Israeli and live under Israeli rule”. Saying something like this in a volatile environment in which they live is dangerous for them. Since taking the stand, a number are paying a price and the Palestinian Authority is ruining their lives. Pray for the individuals who took a stand for the nation of Israel which is treating them fairly, honoring the work they do with salaries, and returning them home to their families safely every day. Who wouldn’t want to live in Israel, a Land in which everyone who wishes to live in peace and harmony gets to do so. “A man’s stomach shall be satisfied from the fruit of his mouth; from the produce of his lips he shall be filled” (Proverbs 18:20). 
· Beseech the Lord to stop the infighting between brothers in Israel. The current fights are between different Orthodox Jewish sects in Israel. One side is accusing the other of nothing short of idolatry for praying at the tombs of deceased rabbis. While credence is given to this accusation because of the Jewish Scriptures which tell us not to make any sort of an image as an idol (such as pictures and photograph), it is forbidden. (Exodus 20:3; Matthew 4:10; Luke 4:8). 

· Fervently Pray God’s Word and ask Him to destroy the Corona virus within the Land. This has spread from town to town and more Israelis have been infected including Haifa which had very few cases. Pray for repentance and return to God in every area of life of Israel. “Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am weak; O Lord heal me, for my bones are troubled, my soul also is greatly troubled; But You, O Lord – how long? (Psalm 6:2-3). “When I...send pestilence among My people, if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14; 6:27; 30; Isaiah 43:7). 

· Thank God for the Aliyah (immigration to Israel which has been taking place often during dangerous and troubling times. Aliyah increases to Israel as Anti-Semitism also rises across the world. Pray for every Jewish person to come to realize that Israel is their HOME and that it is God who wants them back in the Land. “Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul” (Jeremiah 32:41).  
· Intercede for the bereaved Israeli families who have lost loved ones from Corona virus, for those in the health care system in Israel as they are so over-worked, for a vaccine that carries no dangerous components within it, and for Israel to excel in all areas of medical, scientific and technology, but most importantly spiritually – for the world to emulate and follow. May she become a true “light” to the nations”. (Isaiah 42:6).  Pray Israel finds her true identity in the Torah, and that every Israeli come to know Almighty God in a living way, to forsake the ways of the nations and to step up higher spiritually. God is dedicated to their Return. Now Israel must be committed to obey. With love in our hearts, pray for her spiritual destiny to come.

Sincerely for God’s Chosen People,

Sharon Sanders

Christian Friends of Israel - Jerusalem

